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“To correct matters in their country, Cubans had been fighting for a long time. But there was a greater
force which prevented us from correcting things in our country. This force was the imperialist
penetration of the United States in our homeland. It was this force which frustrated our full
independence. It was this force which prevented Calixto Garcia and his brave soldiers in Santiago de
Cuba from succeeding. It was this force which prevented the liberation army from undertaking
revolution in the early days of the republic. It was this force which determined the destiny of our
homeland from the very first. It was this force which permitted the seizure of the natural resources and
the best lands of our homeland by foreign interests. It was this force which appropriated the right to
intervene in our country's affairs. It was this force which crushed so many revolutionary efforts. It was
this force which was always associated with everything negative, everything reactionary, and
everything abusive in our country. It was this force which prevented an earlier revolution in our
homeland, and it is this force which is trying to prevent us from correcting things in our country now.”

References to the original: SPEECH DELIVERED BY COMMANDER IN CHIEF FIDEL CASTRO RUZ AT THE
GREAT POPULAR RALLY STAGED BY THE PEOPLE OF CUBA AT THE CIVIC SQUARE OF THE REPUBLIC, 2
SEPTEMBER 1960.
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