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“The former colonies of powers that divided the world among them and plundered it for centuries
constitute today the group of underdeveloped countries. There is nothing like full independence, fair
treatment on equal footing or national security for any of us; none is a permanent member of the UN
Security Council with a veto right; none has any possibility to be involved in the decisions of the
International Financial Institutions; none can keep its best talents; none can protect itself from the flight
of capital or the destruction of Nature and the environment caused by the squandering, selfish and
insatiable consumerism of the economically developed countries.”

  References to the original:   Remarks to the XIII Conference of Heads of State or Government of the
Non-aligned Movement, February 25, 2003  
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